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Directions:
• Preheat your oven to 375 degrees. Grease 8 small ramekins;

• In a pan, melt the chocolate and butter and  
let cool for 10 minutes;

• In a separate bowl, mix 4 eggs with sugar. Whisk.  
Then add flour while continuing to whisk. Add the remaining 
3 eggs and whisk;

• Add the egg mixture to the chocolate mixture;

• Pour the entire mixture into the greased ramekins;

• Bake until just done, about 8-10 minutes. To test the  
consistency, use a toothpick. The outer edge should  
be cooked, but the interior should be melting, not set;

• Top with powdered sugar. Serve with ice cream.

Warm Chocolate Melting Cake Recipe

Note: To make this dessert gluten free, leave out flour or substitute it with gluten free flour.

Ingredients:  
  Serves 8

• 8 Onces semi-sweet chocolate

• 1 Cup butter

• 7 Eggs

• 6 Tablespoons sugar

• 1/2 Cup flour

• 1 Teaspoon powdered sugar,  
   for garnish

shoppingSmart

 onboard
    here are many good bargains to be had at sea, but as always, it is good 
to do some research before you go so you know a good price when you 
see one.  

What’s great about cruise ships is that the merchandise is tax and duty free!  
That’s a deal right there!  

So what are the best deals?  Well liquor for sure…but be sure to bring 
along extra plastic bags as you will have to pack it in your checked luggage.   
And the cruise lines don’t want you drinking your duty free liquor on board, 
so you will get it at the end of your cruise, hopefully before you have to 
pack.     

There’s all sorts of jewellery…both real and costume.  Often there’s a sale 
of gold and silver chains.  There’s always an amazing array of costume 
watches, rings, earrings, necklaces and bracelets.    But there are designer 
watches too with great discounts if you can find one that you like.   

Cosmetics and perfume are another place to save…many of the  
popular brands are carried on board.

Of course there’s lots of souvenirs with the cruise line and ship’s logo…
hats, t-shirts, sweatshirts, golf shirts, mugs, glasses, etc.   Oh and some 
great shades!  

Whether shopping for yourself, or doing some gift shopping, there’s lots to 
choose from and it’s a fun way to spend some time after dinner or when 
you are at sea for the day. 



North Star 

TM
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There is something rather intoxicating about looking down upon the land from 
high above; maybe it’s our inner “Evita” that longs to look out at our adorning 
masses…or maybe it’s just for the unbelievable view. Either way, Royal  
Caribbean has once again upped the ante on unique and innovative cruise 
experiences with the unveiling of “North Star” on its newest ship Quantum of 
the Seas.  

Inspired by London’s “Millennium Eye,” North Star is a glassed-in orb that sits 
perched atop the ship and is attached to a long, extendable arm that hoists as 
many as 13 guests at a time as high as 300 feet above sea level, where they 
can enjoy some absolutely unparalleled panoramic vistas.

This 15-minute aerial adventure offers guests the opportunity to watch sunrises 
and sunsets, to see ports-of-call from a whole different perspective, and  
experience the full-scale of the ocean’s vastness from out at sea. The ride is 
complimentary and guests can take part at any point during their vacation… 
perhaps it’s that perfect place to “pop the question,” or if you want a  
memorable family photo, or even a wedding ceremony – just imagine! 

If you do have something special in mind, Royal Caribbean has a number of 
premium packages that can be purchased and reserved in advance of your 
cruise. And while you’re up there, why not raise up your arms to the masses 
below? You know you want to! 

Quantum of the Seas

must
Our picks of some of the best onboard activities!

@seado’s



Quantum of the Seas

RipCord by iFLY 

®

Have you always been interested in skydiving but not so keen on the whole jumping-out-of-a-plane-from-15,000-feet-in-the-air-and-hope-
that-your-parachute-opens part of it? Well Royal Caribbean has just the thing for you with its new RipCord skydiving simulator. 

With a little bit of professional guidance, and kitted out in a jumpsuit and goggles to fully look the part, with RipCord you will experience 
first-hand the feeling of being way up high among the clouds – hovering mid-air with the wind in your face – but in reality the ground (or 
ship, in this case) is just a few feet below. Just like the extremely popular and innovative surf simulator FlowRider, RipCord is bound to 

satisfy that craving for adventure!
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Hop aboard the Norwegian Breakaway and you 
may find yourself walking the plank. Literally. You’d 
be doing this of your own free will of course and 
not at the end of some swashbuckler’s sword, but 
that doesn’t remove any of the adrenaline-fueled 
thrill! 

One of the most talked-about activities on this ship 
is “The Plank,” and it is exactly what you imagine it 
to be: an eight-foot long platform that extends out 
over the side of the ship, from the top of the ship. 
You’re all strapped in of course so you can rest 
assured you won’t end up in the drink, but it’s still 
pretty spooky! 

You can also walk The Plank on the  
Norwegian Getaway.

Norwegian Breakaway Walk The Plank 

TM



Head 17 decks above the sea and along with feeling the wind in your hair, the sun on your face and ocean views all around, you’ll discover the 
Norwegian Getaway’s famed Aqua Park. It’s here where you can slip and slide with abandon on one of the five multi-storey waterslides, including 
testing your mettle on “Free Fall,” the fastest waterslide at sea. And when we say fast, we mean fast – Free Fall is one of two dropslides that 
will have you plunging straight down at 4Gs. Or feel the rush of the aptly named slide “The Whip,” two racing, side-by-side twister slides that 
will most definitely deliver a ton of thrills. Prepare yourself for some very fast rides! When you are ready to just sit back and soak, there are two 
swimming pools and four hot tubs ready and waiting. 

The Norwegian Breakaway also features an Aqua Park, including the Free Fall and The Whip slides.

A combination of spinning class and aquafit, Aqua Cycling by  
Hydrorider takes your workout to new heights! Available on all  
Caribbean cruises onboard the MSC Divina, Aqua Cycling basically 
puts exercise bikes into the shallow end of a pool and then you just 
hop in and pedal away! With an experienced instructor and energetic 
music to help keep you going, the increased resistance of pedaling 
in water adds to the exercise benefits while also being less  
strenuous on your body.

Norwegian Getaway Aqua Park

MSC Divina

Aqua Cycling

10

must @seado’s

by Hydrorider



Take your Celebrity cruise to a new level of  
luxury from the comfort of a beautiful and  
private cabana. “The Alcoves” on the cruise 
line’s stylish new Celebrity Silhouette provide 
guests with stunning views, romantic evenings, 
and relaxing days complete with complimentary 
amenities such as a fresh fruit plate, chilled  
towels, an iPad loaded with magazines, movies, 
games, and more. 

To make that experience even more special, 
you can also order a themed picnic basket 
filled with goodies from the ship’s specialty 
restaurants. 

These eight chic, cabana-style settings  
comfortably accommodate two to four guests 
each and can be booked for the day, or even 
the entire voyage. Ooo la la we say! 

Rates are $99USD per Alcove per day on days  
in port, and $149USD per day on days at sea.  
Additional fees apply for the picnic baskets.
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The Alcove & PicnicCelebrity Silhouette

Bumper Cars
Quantum of the Seas

Surfing and skydiving, and now bumper cars too! 
That’s right, now you can hop in a bumper car for a 
rollicking good time in Quantum of the Seas’ new  
entertainment complex “SeaPlex,” the largest indoor 
active space at sea. By day, you can experience a  
circus school and flying trapeze. Then at night, 
laugh and bump in the first-ever bumper cars at sea, 
there’s even roller-skating! What will the folks at Royal  
Caribbean dream up next?! 



Bermuda
  hat was famed author Mark Twain gushing about this tiny  
island in the Atlantic… the one with the pink sand beaches and 
pastel houses, the quaint cobblestone streets and astounding 
coral reef. So close, yet world’s away, Bermuda is a delight. 

It may not appear on many Canadians’ bucket lists of places to 
visit, but Bermuda is a popular destination with a huge repeat 
visitor rate. And while there are many hotels and pampering 
resorts to choose from on these pink-hued shores, a cruise is a 
great way to experience all the island has to offer.

Most cruise itineraries that feature Bermuda, only feature  
Bermuda. You embark in New York or Boston, for instance, 
enjoy a day or two at sea, and then land on the island for a 
few days and nights before returning home. While that may not 
seem like the most dynamic cruise itinerary, it should not be 
discounted, nor should your time there be rushed. By having a 
few days to spend on the island, you have the time to explore 
at your own pace and do things you generally cannot do on a 
cruise – go out for dinner in port, check out a club, stay out until 
dawn if you like – during your time there, the ship acts much 
like a hotel, there for you when you need it.

Norwegian Cruise Line offers a few Bermuda options – some 
that are Bermuda only, others that combine the island with 
stops in New England and Canada, and even Florida and the 
Bahamas. The Norwegian Breakaway is one of the ships that 
calls on this island, which given all it has to offer, makes for an 
amazing, full-service, all-encompassing cruise experience. Not 

only do you have this great island destination that you can really 
discover in-depth over a few days, but you are on a ship that 
really is a destination onto itself, making your days at sea as 
much fun as your days in port.

Setting sail from New York City on a Sunday afternoon on a 
seven-day Bermuda cruise, you spend two days at sea having 
a grand old time, before waking up on Wednesday morning at 
the  historic and bustling Royal Naval Dockyard in King’s Wharf, 
Bermuda, where you will be anchored for the next few days.

The Royal Naval Dockyard is one of the island’s most visited 
sites, and King’s Wharf itself is steeped in naval history. Check 
out the Bermuda Maritime Museum and discover the troves of 
recovered treasures from the region’s many shipwrecks. There 
is also a historic lighthouse here and if you have it in you to 
climb its nearly 200 steps, you will be rewarded with some great 
panoramic views. In and around the dockyard there is great 
duty-free shopping (check out Clocktower Mall) and a fabulous 
Arts Centre. However, in that you’ve just arrived by ship along-
side almost 4,000 travelling companions, perhaps you want to 
escape the crowds for a bit – just hop in a bus, taxi or rent a 
scooter and 10 minutes away you’ll find a lovely beach where 
you can stretch out in peace.

Alternatively, from King’s Wharf you can easily hop aboard one 
of the many, regular ferries that service various parts of the  
island. Check out the capital city of Hamilton, for instance. A 
thriving city centre, Hamilton is the hub of business but it also 

Beckons

“You go to heaven if you want. I’d rather stay here in Bermuda.”
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has a unique character and charm. Packed with historic buildings, 
churches, shops, museums, galleries, parks and gardens, this a great 
place to go for a nice dinner and maybe hit a club afterwards and 
dance the night away.

You could also head to the top end of the island to the town of  
St. George, the oldest continuously occupied town of English origin in 
the New World.

Here you step over the bridge and back into time, to the very spot 
where Bermuda began. The island’s first people were the shipwrecked 
survivors of the Jamestown-bound Sea Venture. This is a place of  
picturesque pastel-coloured cottages, 17th century homes, quaint 
lanes, and a wealth of historic architecture, as well as thriving  
businesses, restaurants and shops. A designated World Heritage site, 
St. George is a breathtaking blend of colonial and contemporary.

Bermuda is much more than its cities though and you definitely want 
to make time to do a little snorkelling or diving. With its fantastic coral 
reefs, you’ll find the waters here are teeming with colourful fish. Of 
course the offerings on land are pretty great too. A popular spot for 
golfers, Bermuda has seven scenic courses to choose from and a  
climate that is pretty agreeable for a day spent on the greens. 

Whatever you decide to see and do while in Bermuda, you won’t be  
disappointed.. in fact you may just find yourself coming back for  
more! 

“You go to heaven if you want. I’d rather stay here in Bermuda.”



Bargain?
Is it really a“. ”

   any cruise lines feature Art Auctions on board among 
the many shopping and entertainment options.  You’ll soon 
know if your cruise includes an auction as the art will be  
displayed prominently on the ship and there will be lots of 
invitations and announcements about it.  An Art Auction can 
be great entertainment, as well as an opportunity to buy a 
piece of art.  But it can also be very confusing.

We’d like to try to de-mystify the whole “art auction at sea” 
thing for you.

First of all, art auctions on board are operated by companies 
who specialize in art auctions on cruise ships.  These are 
not the same companies who have large auctions in world 
capitals and sell recently discovered Van Gogh and Picasso 
paintings, or auction off the estate sales of the very wealthy.

But that doesn’t mean they aren’t legitimate art auctioneers. 
The main difference is the requirement to be licensed.   
Because art auctions at sea do not fall into any jurisdiction, 
there’s no such requirement.  So like many things you might 
decide to buy on your cruise (and let’s face it, shopping is a 
major draw while on a cruise vacation) you need to be aware 
of a few things first, and ideally, educate yourself beforehand 
on any major purchases you intend to make, especially art.

But that’s just it, you likely don’t get on the ship looking to buy 
a painting for the dining room…and yet thousands of cruise 
passengers do just that while on a cruise.  Why is that?

Well, people can get caught up in the moment.  The  auctioneers 
are very persuasive and are excellent sales people.   

The free champagne doesn’t hurt either!   And yes, the auction 
house and the cruise line are going to profit from your  
purchase.  Cruise lines make a lot of their revenue from on 
board sales of everything from alcohol to boutiques to spa 
treatments.   

The best rule of thumb, according to the experts and the 
cruise blogs and many articles on the subject, is to only buy 
art if you fall in love with it.  Don’t buy it as an investment.   

If you love it and it’s perfect for your living room, or your  
office, or your son and daughter-in-law’s new house…then 
for sure you should buy it.  If you want to make an investment 
with your money, there are likely better places to put it.  

But if you are really interested in a piece of art, and you are 
being told that it is a good investment…go to the internet 
café, or to your own device before the auction and do some 
research on the artist fast, before you put your hand up!   

Shopping for art when you are travelling can be great fun and 
it is wonderful to have a piece of art that is a keepsake from 
a special trip with great memories attached to it…just make 
sure it is something you really want…and love! 

auctions
M
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Top10ships

   e proudly present our Top 10 Ships.  It should be noted that these are 

our favourite ships that we recommend highly.  We have many favourites in 

fact, so this is by no means intended to exclude so many other great ships 

out there.  So, how did we select our Top 10?

We have taken into consideration our own customers’ booking trends and 

feedback. We have looked at Condé Nast Traveler’s lists and consulted 

many cruise blogs and websites.

Our Top 10 are not necessarily the newest ships, although some are… 

they are the ones that rank the highest in terms of our customer satisfaction 

in the areas of such things as great service, gourmet dining experiences 

and dining options, a wide variety of activities on board, the latest in spa 

treatments, top rate fitness facilities, and other unique features you cannot 

get elsewhere…oh, and did we mention a cool itinerary?

Yes ports of call are very important to some cruisers…and a variety of shore 

excursions that go beyond the ordinary always holds appeal. To others, 

the onboard facilities, activities and entertainment are what it is all about.  

For them, the ship is the experience.

And then there’s the entertainment…cruise ships today have partnered 

with many entertainment companies to deliver the widest variety of never 

-before-seen-onboard entertainment options.   

So these are our favourites…several of them have sister ships that are  

almost identical, so of course, our endorsement extends to those ships 

too!  There’s quite a selection here, including a river ship, read on to  

determine which is the right one for your next cruise! 
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       orwegian Cruise Line Epic made her debut in 2010 to much 
anticipation, and she very much belongs in our list of Top 10 ships. 
There were a number of cruise industry “firsts” with the arrival of the 
Epic, which sails in the Caribbean and Europe, and as of 2015, will be 
based in Barcelona, Spain.     

She had the first solo studio cabins at sea…cabins designed specifically 
for the single traveller, removing the need for the first time, for single 
guests to find a roommate, or to pay a hefty single supplement.  And 
featured as part of this section of the ship is The Living Room, where 
guests can congregate and mingle. 

The Epic partnered with Blue Man Entertainment to bring the first 
ever Blue Man Group show on board a cruise ship.   

The first ice bar at sea was on board the Epic and so were the first 
translucent bathrooms…yes, that’s right…translucent bathrooms  
utilizing a type of glass brick effect.   The newly designed, futuristic 
cabins with curved walls and even a curved bed are like nothing ever 
seen before.  Not to everyone’s taste, the cabins are certainly much 
talked about.

The Norwegian Epic was truly revolutionary in so many ways, and set 
the bar high for cruise lines to catch up with similar innovations. The 
ship has 19 decks with a lot going on…more than enough to surprise 
and amuse her guests for an entire week.   

The accommodations on board include everything from Inside  
cabins for couples and families, to a variety of balcony cabins and 
mini-suites, to Spa staterooms and suites to the exclusive Haven (for 
more about The Haven, see our feature article on pages 40 to 43) 

The one word that comes to mind when describing the Norwegian 
Epic is “choice”…Norwegain was the first to introduce freestyle dining 
years ago, and with the Epic, they have introduced not only even more  
dining options, they have introduced many different entertainment 
venues around the ship.  The Blue Man Group performs in the large 
Epic Theatre, as does the Legends in Concert group, featuring  
incredible impersonations of well known music legends.   

There’s Fat Cats Jazz & Blues Club for the funk, blues and soul  
lovers…or an acrobatic extravaganza with Cirque Dreams & Dinner…
or gather round at Howl at the Moon piano bar.   

16
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And the choice for dining is infinite…7 complimentary dining options 
including three-course dining, to buffets to food stations.   In all, there 
are 20 dining options including the specialty restaurants, the 24/7 
pizza station and 24 hour room service.  You won’t go hungry!

There are about 10 different bars around the Epic, but the Svedka 
Ice Bar is something to behold.  The only ice bar at 
sea and one of only a dozen in the world, there’s an 
admission fee and alcoholic and non-alcoholic treats 
are served!

For those who like to stay active on a cruise and to 
work off some of those extra calories, there are many 
choices for young and old, and everyone in between.  
For the young or young at heart, there’s the Aqua Park 
featuring two pools, a hot tub, kids pool, water slides 
and the only bowl slide at sea.  There’s a bowling  
alley…a jogging and walking track…a massive fitness 
centre with all types of fitness machines and spinning, as well as yoga 
and pilates classes…again, lots of choice!

If you bring the kids along, Norwegian has partnered with Nickleodeon 
to keep them amused, as well as providing a video arcade and  
movies.  And the ship offers specially designed programs for children 
ages 3-17, where they will meet other travellers and have lots of super-
vised fun while you, perhaps, hit the spa.   

The full-service Mandara Spa offers manicures,  
pedicures, facials, a hot stone massage, acupuncture, 
Botox treatments, teeth whitening…you will emerge a 
whole new person!

Of course, if you like a game of chance, there is a large 
state-of-the-art casino on board with plenty of room 
for everyone who wants to play.

Our customers report an excellent level of service 
on board…consistently high throughout the ship.   
As large as the Epic is, guests feel pampered and  
attended to.   

We recommend the Epic equally for couples, families and singles…
and there’s not many ships you can say that about! 

Ice BarThe Plunge
Blue Man Group

CapaCity 
4100 passengers

Crew 
1753

Gross tonnaGe  
155,873

The FacTs  The Facts



I     nspired by none other than the magnificent Sophia Loren, the 
MSC Divina is, in a word, divine. 

The third in MSC Cruises’ acclaimed series of Fantasia Class vessels, 
the Divina was designed by de Jorio to take the acclaimed standards 
of MSC to an entirely new level, placing it as a member of the world’s 
most prominent cruise lines. What began as a small, family-owned, 
Italian company with one ship sailing in the Mediterranean has grown 
to 12 ships with itineraries in both the Mediterranean and the Caribbe-
an, and with a reputation for elegance, comfort and luxury.

The Divina’s decks are named after Greek and Roman goddesses 
and the opulence that comes to mind with that is carried out brilliantly 
in the ship’s lavish décor.   From its real stone piazza to its Broadway 
-size theatre, from the beautiful calm of its infinity pool to its Swarovski 
 crystal staircases, this ship has bling!

And MSC delivers a uniquely European experience on board its ships, 
with many languages spoken, although English is the primary one. 
The Divina’s year-round homeport is in Miami, and it sails a variety of 
Eastern and Western Caribbean itineraries. Ideal for families or young 
couples, the ship offers a relaxed, fun environment, and represents 
tremendous value among its many accommodation options. 

But MSC now caters to the customer seeking a more upscale experience 
too. With the introduction of the Yacht Club, the cruise line has raised 
its own bar in both accommodations and amenities.  This is a “ship 
within a ship” concept.   

Tucked away from the rest of the ship, the Yacht Club features suites 
with butler service, exclusively dedicated facilities (bar, lounge and 
pool) and private decks, and privileged access to the spa, the casino 
and the onboard Broadway-style theatre.  

For those guests who are not residing in the Yacht Club, there is an 
adults-only sanctuary known as Top 18, where you can sunbathe in 
peace and privacy while the children and teenagers on board are 
busy with their supervised activities elsewhere.

The ship features its own Eataly Restaurant and Ristorante Italia, each 
of which serves up the best in Italian food along with a great selection 
of wines. There’s also a sophisticated Mediterranean fusion restaurant 
should you feel so inclined, a tapas bar and of course, a pizzeria.

The Divina provides a fun, relaxed, affordable – and let’s not forget 
divine – way to see the Caribbean in style. 

The Yacht Club is also available on the  
MSC Splendida, Fantasia and Preziosa

Divina
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CapaCity 
3502 passengers

Crew 
1388

Gross tonnaGe  
139,072

The FacTs  The Facts
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Carnival

Miracle
  e have included Carnival Miracle because she recently underwent  
a stem-to-stern refurbishment and emerged with spectacular new 
features and quality touches.

And Carnival Miracle offers some off the beaten path itineraries… 
including the West coast of Mexico, known as the Mexican Riviera 
and the fabulous, magical region of Alaska…at very affordable prices!  
Might be time to get your fun on and party on the Pacific!

The onboard décor has a fantasy theme and is sure to please.   There 
is some serious art work featured, which makes you think you are 
visiting a gallery or the home of a wealthy collector.   

Carnival excels at entertainment and the Miracle is no exception.   
There’s a great line-up of comedians at the Punchliner Comedy Club, 
variety shows nightly in the Phantom Lounge main stage area, or get 
your groove on with the ship’s DJ…Carnival has teamed up with DJ 
Irie of the Miami Heat to provide the latest sounds & tunes.  Wanna 
sing along?  Check out Sam’s piano bar where singing out loud is 
encouraged…or join in at the Karaoke sessions!

Ok, you are still a kid and all that adult stuff is BORING. Well,  
Carnival Miracle has lots to keep you busy!  There’s Camp Carnival…
you will never want to leave! Cool counsellors arrange lots of games 
and fun activities for everyone.    And there’s also Camp Carnival Night 
Owls…so you get to play with other kids and do neat stuff while your 
Mom and Dad are doing their boring adult thing in the evening and at 
night!  If you are 12-14 or a teen…check out Circle C and Club 02 to 
hang out…and the Video Arcade for the latest games.

Oh and then there’s the dining options…including the fabulous  
Seaday brunch…when you have lots of time to enjoy it after you sleep 
in because you are not going anywhere today!  Every night there’s 
amazing dining choices available in the ship’s dining rooms…full 
course menus with sumptuous selections.   

The Carnival Miracle has some interesting itineraries in the Mexican 
Riviera region, as well as in majestic Alaska, as well as holiday cruises 
from Los Angeles.  Combine this with excellent value, a refurbished 
ship, great service and guaranteed fun and you will understand why 
Carnival Miracle made our list!  
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CapaCity 
2124 passengers

Crew 
930

Gross tonnaGe  
89,500

The FacTs  The Facts
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CapaCity 
1380 passengers

Crew 
615

Gross tonnaGe  
62,735

The Facts

7
Amsterdam
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      nd now for something more stately and traditional, and  
yet with all of the mod cons you’d expect from a world-class cruise 
line and then some.  Holland America Line’s ms Amsterdam 
is actually the third ship owned by the line to carry the name of 
the famous Dutch city over the 140 year history of the cruise line.  
There’s lots of seafaring experience behind this cruise line!

The ms Amsterdam is not the largest of Holland America’s ships, 
which makes her ideal for the fabulous itineraries she sails: A 
World Cruise, Panama Canal, Alaska, Pacific and the Far East.

There is a much more intimate feel on board the ms Amsterdam 
than on some of the newer, mega ships.  She was launched 
in 2000 but refurbished in 2010, which gives her the very latest 
in shipbuilding know-how, but with the understated elegance,  
superior service and personal touches that rate Holland  
America one of the best in the world.

There’s a lot of tradition here.  Guests on Holland America Line 
still have the option to dine at set times with allocated seating 
(although open seating dining is also available).  On the cooler 
routes, guests are served mugs of Dutch pea soup on deck to 
keep warm.  There are still formal nights, where guests don Black 
Tie and cocktail attire.   Of course it is optional, but many of  
Holland America’s guests get into the spirit and bring their dressy 
clothes for those occasions.

Dutch heritage is evident in the fabulous art deco pieces that once 
were on board the Nieuw Amsterdam of 1938.  In the  fabulous 
atrium you will find the extraordinary Planeto Astrolabium, a  
soaring sculpture which tracks constellations, planets, world  
time and ship time.

And yet you can’t get any more 21st Century than the Digital  
Workshop sessions powered by Windows, free workshops where 
guests are shown how to improve their photos, make movies, 
edit pictures and create blogs and post photos on social media.   

Holland America features : Interior and Ocean View staterooms  
and various suites (Vista, Neptune and Pinnacle).  All accommo-
dations are tastefully appointed with fine linens, Egyptian cotton  
towels, personal bathrobes, luxury bath amenities and a flat  
screen TV with a DVD player.  Neptune Suites come with a host of  
additional amenities including access to a private lounge and 
concierge, priority boarding and  access, and other luxuries!

Enjoy nightly 5-course meals in the two-tiered dining room, or  
enjoy the Italian restaurant Canaletto, or the casual Lido  
Restaurant. And complimentary in-room dining is also available 
24/7.  

The ms Amsterdam harkens back to an era when cruising was 
elegant and more formal…and yet, you can enjoy all that the 
modern world has brought us…it is truly the best of both worlds.  
The ship never feels crowded and is for those who appreciate 
the finer things in life!  Who appreciate tradition, yet seek all their 
creature comforts and gadgets too!  
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 ilversea’s fleet is a world apart from the mega ships that are  
featured in this list.   We have selected the Silver Whisper to be 
part of our collection because it offers a completely different 
experience and she was recently refurbished and truly has  
taken the all-suite, luxury concept to the next level.  

Silver Whisper is slightly larger than the two earlier ships  
operated by Silversea, Silver Cloud and Silver Wind. She will 
offer itineraries in Northern  
Europe, Canada/New England 
and the Caribbean.  

A big distinction from other 
cruise lines is the all-inclusive 
aspect to your cruise, which 
means that all drinks…wines, 
spirits, cocktails, liqueurs, juices 
and sodas are all included…as 
are all gratuities.   

You will feel pampered and 
looked after at every turn…
there’s free laundry facilities, 
complimentary shuttles in port…all the little extras that make 
your cruise just that much more relaxing and easier.

Because Silver Whisper is slightly larger than its sister ships, 
it has the space to offer a few extra amenities normally only 
available on larger ships.  These include boutique shopping 
on board, a wellness spa and beauty salon, a fitness centre 
and a sauna.

The ship also features a multi-tiered show lounge for your 
evening entertainment and there’s an Internet Café and WiFi 
throughout the ship to keep you plugged in (although why 

would you want to be?) 
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CapaCity 
382 passengers

Crew 
302

Gross tonnaGe  
28,258

The Facts
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AmaCello

       ur Top 10 list would not be complete without the Disney 
Fantasy, the fourth ship in the Disney fleet.   Launched in 2012, 
this is the ultimate experience for family cruising, something 
your kids will never forget!

The Disney Fantasy brings Disney to life through its art, décor, 
entertainment, activities and dining experiences.  People rave 
about Disney Cruises and how they cater to every member 
and age group in the family and there’s good reason…nobody 
does it better!

This ship is designed for 7-night Western and Eastern  
Caribbean cruises and since guests will be on board for longer 
than Disney’s shorter cruises, the facilities and entertainment 
have been designed with longer stays in mind.

Two Broadway-style shows appear in the Walt Disney  
Theatre…Disney Wishes and 
Disney’s Aladdin – A Musical 
Spectacular.   There’s a fun deck 
party Mickey’s Pirates IN the  
Caribbean where all the family 
can take part.  

And so that parents can enjoy 
the cruise just as much as the 
kids, Disney offers clubs and 
programs for kids of all ages …
from 3–17…as well as the It’s 
a Small World Nursery. Adult  
dining is offered in two adults- 

only restaurants: Palo, specializing in Northern Italy cuisine and 
Remy, for upscale French cuisine.  Here, you can look out over 
the ocean…and dress up for your night out! 

               ell, and now for something completely different…yes a river 
cruise ship makes our Top 10.  Not surprising, really, when you 
consider that River Cruising is the fastest growing sector of the 
cruise industry. The River Cruise companies cannot build new 
ships fast enough to keep up with demand…and AmaWaterways 
is one of the leading river cruise companies anywhere.  

The AmaCello is nothing short of spectacular…the ship has 
marble bathrooms, lovely public areas and an aft deck for  
relaxing as you drift along Europe’s rivers and canals.   

Decorated in vibrant gold and 
orange, the AmaCel lo was 
launched in 2008.  Most state-
rooms feature French balconies 
and range in size from 170-255  
sq. ft.  River cruising is surprisingly 
luxurious, expect down duvets 
and the finest linens!  

River cruising brings you up 
close and personal with the 
countries you are visiting…you 
are drifting through their very 
midst.   The AmaCello, which 
sails on the Rhine, is a top seller both because of the itinerary 
options and also because the food, service and amenities on 
board are second to none.   

AmaWaterways has recognized the importance of remaining 
“connected” and have invested a lot in WiFi which is  
complimentary.  So are the first-run Hollywood movies in your 
cabin.   

For the adventurous, there’s a fleet of bicycles on board so you 
can explore and get some exercise when you go ashore…you 
are never very far from an interesting town, castle or historical 
site. 

Disney

CapaCity 
148 passengers

Crew 
41

Gross tonnaGe  
1,145

The Facts

CapaCity 
2500 passengers

Crew 
1458

Gross tonnaGe  
130,000

The Facts
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As to Disney artwork, logos and properties: ©Disney. Ships’ Registry: The Bahamas.
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Azamara includes a full bar in the price of your voyage, and gratuities 
too.  So you won’t have that big bar bill to pay at the end of your 
cruise. There’s also a self service laundry (this can cut the size of your 
luggage in half!) and there’s complimentary shuttle service between 
the ship and ports wherever available.

Oh, and of course, concierges to guide you along the way.

Azamara offers a variety of staterooms from the Club Inside, Ocean 
View and Verandah staterooms…to the Club Suites.   Suite guests all 
have butlers…and the butlers are trained (where else?) in England!  

Your butler will take care of such chores as packing and unpacking, 
pressing one or two items for you, and generally attending to your 
needs.  Suite guests also receive priority boarding and check-in and a 
complimentary bottle of vodka and scotch.   Oh…and complimentary 
dining at any of the ship’s specialty restaurants and reservations for 
treatments at the spa…not to mention a lot of other exclusive perks.

But unlike some other lines, you don’t have to be a suite guest to get 
special treatment on Azamara.

There are two specialty restaurants on the Journey…Aqualina…with 
fresh-seafood specialties amongst other things…and Prime C, a 
wood panelled steakhouse featuring steak, lamb, veal…and lobster.  

There’s also the main dining room, Discovery Restaurant, where you 
can choose to be seated “à deux”, or join in a group and meet new 
friends.  There is also a casual buffet and café, as well as an excellent 
wine cellar, where you can arrange a private dinner.  Finally, there is 
room service if you are just too comfortable in your stateroom!

Azamara also offers personal training 
and fitness classes, as well as classes 
in nutrition on board…there’s  
Pilates, yoga, group classes, cycling 
…this could be the chance to 
change your life! The full-service 
spa features all the latest treatments 
and indeed, some guests go to the 
spa every day.  Acupuncture is also 
offered by licensed practitioners!

But in our view, as nice as all of 
the amenities, accommodations 
and surroundings are on board the 
Journey, what sets Azamara apart is its unique itineraries…so many 
interesting and unusual places…and the ship is small enough to  
access some ports that the larger ships just cannot. There are so 
many exciting options; it will be tough to choose the one that’s just 
right for you. 

3 JourneyAzamara

        he azamara Journey is a lovely mid-sized ship that explores exotic itineraries in the Far East and all 
over Europe, and places in between.  With just less than 700 guests on board, the ship never feels crowded.  

We’ve included the Azamara Journey because Azamara Club Cruises occupies the space in between the 
luxury cruise lines and premium cruise lines. It just might be the sweet spot! The itineraries will make your 
mouth water and Azamara often stays extra late in port, or overnights, allowing you more time to explore each  
destination…this ship is perfect to celebrate a special occasion.

CapaCity 
694 passengers

Crew 
407

Gross tonnaGe  
30,277

The Facts

T
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   member of Celebrity Cruises much celebrated Solstice 
Class ships; Celebrity Eclipse® joined the fleet in 2010.  We have  
chosen her for several reasons…among them, Celebrity Cruises 
are a favourite with many customers, many of whom won’t 
sail with anyone else, and also because the ship is absolutely  
gorgeous and a top seller in the Caribbean and Europe…wherever 
she goes!  So be careful, you may get hooked too!

Dining on board takes the experience of the earlier Solstice 
Class ships and kicks them up a notch. Dinner at Qsine® is divine 
…and the Tuscan Grill Steakhouse delivers amazing steak and  
seafood creations.   You will want to take advantage of the excellent 
fitness facilities on board to work off some of these sumptuous  
dinners!

Accommodations offer a variety of choices.  If you want to treat yourself 
to the ultimate experience on board Eclipse, suite guests enjoy a 
full list of extras, including European-style butler service. Or there’s  
AquaClass®, with spa-inspired staterooms, featuring unlimited access 
to the Persian Garden, and your own specialty restaurant, Blu. 

Concierge Class elevates the experience even further with special 
perks, including early boarding, a pillow menu, and nightly hors 
d’oeuvres. 

Veranda staterooms offer panoramic ocean views and provide the 
perfect spot for a private meal or morning coffee. Ocean View and 
Inside staterooms are well designed with ample space 

2
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CapaCity 
2850 passengers

Crew 
1250

Gross tonnaGe  
122,000

The Facts

EclipseCelebrity
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Allure of the Seas
   ur Number One ship is the fabulous Allure of the Seas, the world’s 
largest cruise ship and truly one-of-a-kind, there is nothing like it!   For 
many of her guests, the Allure IS the destination.

And yet she is so well designed, with careful attention to passenger 
flow and logistics, that you will never feel congested.   Her size simply 
creates so many more areas to enjoy, relax, be entertained or to play!

Truly a city afloat, you can explore the Allure’s 7 different  
“neighbourhoods” such as the green gardens and shops of Central 
Park to the Boardwalk, where you can find a wooden carousel, a candy 
shop and a burger stand.  There’s even a Starbucks on the Promenade.

In the main theatre there’s the Tony Award-winning Broadway musical  
Chicago. Kids will see special characters at the DreamWorks  
Experience, as Royal Caribbean has teamed up with DreamWorks  
to provide entertainment on board.  

The Allure of the Seas sets out to WOW her guests and she does not 
disappoint _ how about a zipline over the gardens and shops of Central 
Park?  Or the FlowRider surf simulators?   Two rock climbing walls and 
a full-sized basketball court keep the teenagers and young-at-heart 
busy.  

Oh, yes, there’s also an ice skating rink! Yes, a skating rink on board.   
There’s also mini golf…for sure you will not be bored.  You might not 
even want to go ashore!

Of course there’s a spectacular fitness centre and the Solarium, an 
adults only retreat beside the Spa…but what to do with the kids?  No 
problem, they can take part in the very best kids’ clubs afloat, no matter 
their age, from babies to teens, there are programs designed just for 
them.

Entertainment choices abound…bet you cannot do it all in one week!  
There’s a 3D movie theatre, Aqua Theatre shows and ice skating shows, 
a karaoke bar, jazz bar, and a comedy club.  And yes, an enormous 
Casino Royale.

Of course there’s the main dining room with multi course breakfast, 
lunch and dinner.  There’s the Boardwalk Dog House, serving all manner 
of hot dogs and sausages; Johnny Rockets and Cupcake Cupboard.   
Specialty restaurants include Rita’s Cantina, a Mexican experience; 
Samba Grill Brazilian Steakhouse; Giovanni’s Table; 150 Central Park 
and Izumi Asian cuisine featuring fresh sushi.  Tapas are served in  
Vintages Wine Bar…again…we challenge you to try them all!

And the accommodations have almost as much variety…on board the 
Allure, guests can choose from 37 different accommodation types.  
There are many with balconies, or you can choose a stateroom that 
overlooks Central Park, the Boardwalk, or the AquaTheatre!  Or if you 
really want something special, book a 2-storey Loft Suite, with floor to 
ceiling windows.  

Whether you go with that special someone, with a group of friends…
or take the family, a week on the Allure is an unforgettable experience 
at sea. 
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Meet the Captain

CapaCity 
5400 passengers

Crew 
2384

Gross tonnaGe  
225,282

The Facts

  

   e caught up recently with the Captain of Allure of the Seas 
while checking out the ship and we thought we’d take the  
opportunity to ask him a few questions:

Q: Where are you from?

A: I am from a small town in Norway called Kristiansund

Q: How did you learn that you will be given this role?

A: I was the Captain of the Navigator of the Seas at the time, 
and they called me while I was home on vacation, and told 
me we want you to be the Captain of the Allure of the Seas.  
It was a very pleasant surprise.

Q: How does it feel being the Captain of the largest  
ship in the world?

A: I have been with Royal Caribbean International for 22 years, 
and have worked on many nice ships, but this one is different, 
it takes my breath away, and it is truly an honor.  She is amazing 
in any way you can think of; from the way you can maneuver 
such a large ship, to the countless amenities we feature for 
our guests

Q: So, someone like you, who has sailed the world, where is 
your favorite vacation spot?

A: At home with my wife and 3 children!

Q: How often do you get to go home?

  A: I work onboard for 10 weeks, and go home for 10 weeks.

W 

The allure of the seas sails 7-night eastern & Western  

caribbean cruises year round.  In 2015, for the first time 

ever, she will sail 7-night european cruises from Barcelona  

between May and October, calling at Palma, Marseille,  

La spezia and civitavecchia (Rome).

Captain Tommy Nyseter



   xotic, reclusive, mysterious, beautiful… these 
are just four of the many adjectives that have 
been used to describe Myanmar (also known as 
Burma). Nestled snug between China, Laos and 
Thailand on the east, and Bangladesh and the 
Bay of Bengal on the west, up until very recently 
Myanmar was shut off from the rest of the world, 
completely isolated, with very little accessibility. 
Times though, have changed, as they tend to do, 
and the country is slowly but surely opening up, 
giving intrepid travellers a window of opportunity 
to see this country before the crowds arrive and 
the landscape forever changes.

AmaWaterways is one company that is making 
waves, so to speak, in Myanmar. In November 
2014 it will launch a new cruising program in the 
country with two itineraries to choose from – a 
14-night Golden Treasures of Myanmar cruise and a 16-night Hidden 
Wonders of Myanmar option – both of which travel along the famed 
waterways of the Ayeyarwady River, once known as the Irrawaddy. 
With this new program also comes a new ship: the 28-suite AmaPura, 
which will feature a specially trained English speaking crew and ex-
pertly guided land programs.

AmaWaterways has pioneered routes 
before, such as the Chobo River in  
Africa, and while they are not the first 
river ship to sail on the Ayeyarwady, 
they are the first American cruise  
company to do so, and will no 
doubt be the first to do so in the in-
imitable AmaWaterways style. We 
had the opportunity to speak with  
Kristin Karst, AmaWaterways’ Executive 
Vice-President and co-owner about her 
impressions of this mysterious country 
and what AmaWaterways guests can 
look forward to when they visit:

Q  Why did AmaWaterways decide to 
offer a river cruise in Myanmar? What 
was involved in setting this up?

a  Rudi Schreiner [AmaWaterways President] and I travelled there 
for the first time not long ago and we were completely captivated by 
the place. It is one of the most exotic destinations I’ve ever visited, 
filled with gigantic statues of Buddha, huge temples covered with 
gold leaf and precious gems, ethereal landscapes, monks and nuns 
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Kristin Karst, AmaWaterways’  
Executive Vice-President and co-owner

Myanmar
...a different point of view

 E
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of all ages, amazing food and genuinely open and friendly people. It 
is without question a very spiritual country, as well as an incredibly 
beautiful one.

We were really intrigued and inspired by the long and colourful history 
of the Ayeyarwady River. Back in the mid-19th century, during the  
British Colonial era, this river was one of the world’s busiest waterways, 
with thousands of ships carrying cargo and nine million passengers 
every year. We felt we had a special opportunity to help re-establish 
the river’s glorious legacy and somehow be a part of Myanmar’s  
future, and we simply couldn’t pass that up.   

Q  What will be the most surprising thing your guests will see or 
experience in Myanmar?

a  If I had to choose just one, I’d say it’s the Burmese people. They 
are such generous spirits, friendly and approachable and curious to 
meet travellers from other lands. It was a little hard to believe how 
welcoming everyone is, especially given the tragic history so many of 
them have endured. Myanmar is one of the most religious countries 
on earth – nearly everyone practices Buddhism there – and maybe 
that contributes to its serene and friendly atmosphere. And I should 
also mention all the pagodas and stupas. In Bagan, there are literally 
thousands and thousands of them stretching as far as the eye can 
see. It’s just the most amazing sight imaginable!

Q  Can guests explore the cities and sites by themselves?

a  In Yangon and Mandalay, absolutely, guests will have free time to  
explore on their own. But I must say that some of my favourite memories 
in Myanmar were when we were with a guide, someone who spoke 
the language and led us to incredible locations we never would have 
found on our own. I remember standing on the upper level of a nearly 
deserted pagoda, watching the sun set over the plain of Bagan.  
Without our guide, I would have missed out on that magical moment. 
That’s the sort of experience we want our guests to enjoy as well. Top 
notch guides can really make all the difference when you are visiting 
certain parts of the world.  

Q  Who would you recommend this cruise for?

a  People who have been there, done that, and are in search of some-
thing completely different. People who want to have an adventure 
in a country where few other Westerners have been. Who want to 
get away from all the hustle and bustle and go farther off the beaten 
track; people who seek authenticity and places with a timeless quality, 
where things remain much as they were generations ago. I’d say 
these cruises are also for people who are eager to experience  
an exotic destination that is profoundly spiritual. We’ve had an  
overwhelming response to these cruises and it’s easy to see why. I 
honestly can’t recommend Myanmar highly enough. 

Travel documents: 

A valid passport and entry visa are required. 
Please double-check with your local consulate 
just in case requirements change.

Flight connections: 

Bangkok, Thailand is the main gateway city to 
Myanmar but airlines fly through many other  
cities in Southeast Asia, including Singapore, 
Seoul, Kuala Lumpur and Tokyo. 

Pre-/Post-cruise option: 

AmaWaterways offers a three-day/two-night 
pre- or post-cruise stay in Bangkok, which  
includes hotel accommodations with daily 
breakfast and guided sightseeing tours.

Travel
Tips

CONTINUED ON PAGE 32
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Q  Can you tell us a bit about the new ship?

a  Designing the perfect ship to serve these itineraries was another 
element that was very important to us. We definitely wanted to build 
our own high-quality ship, not use a chartered vessel, so we could 
incorporate all the innovative and beautiful design elements that have 
become an AmaWaterways signature. We are so thrilled with the  
result! AmaPura is a lovely 56-passenger ship that will make its debut 
when the Myanmar program starts in November. 

Q  Will you offer more itineraries or post-cruise options here   
eventually?

a  We’re very proud of our current program in Myanmar, with our  
two itineraries and pre- and post-cruise land extension options. We 
know that most guests who come to Myanmar for our cruises will be 

there for the first time, so we focused on crafting itineraries that hit all 
the must-see sights. I should also point out that there is an acute lack 
of hotel space in Myanmar, which makes expansion plans tricky for 
any tour operator. That’s another great benefit to seeing Myanmar on 
a river cruise – the ship is a floating hotel, so you never have to worry 
about not getting a reservation! 

Q  What is it about Myanmar that makes a particularly special place 
to visit right now?

a  Myanmar has been essentially closed off from the rest of the 
world for nearly half a century, and its borders have only recently  
re-opened. This makes for an unprecedented travel opportunity – 
the chance to experience this magical place while it is still largely  
undeveloped and unspoiled. We wanted to offer this rare jewel to our 
guests, as they are always in search of new destinations to explore. 

Shwedagon
Pagoda



33

 Destination Highlights
Mandalay · Known as The Golden City, for its many golden pagodas, it is the cultural heart of Myanmar, the former royal 

capital, and the country’s second largest city · Yangon (Rangoon) · A well-preserved colonial city, Yangon has retained all of 

its charm.  Once known as the “Pearl of the Orient,” it is home to the fabulous Shwedagon Pagoda, which drips in gold, diamonds, 

and other precious stones; the Bogyoke Market, the best place to shop for souvenirs and local artifacts; Kandawagyi Lake, set 

within a huge park, it features a floating restaurant built on a mythical creature covered with gold · Mt. Popa · There’s a 

magnificent shrine at the top of Mt. Popa, a sheer sided volcanic plug · It is considered the legendary home of the nats, spirit 

gods worshiped by Burmese Buddhists.  The views from the summit are fantastic.  It is well worth the climb · The Royal 
Cities · There are four ancient, royal cities within a short distance of Mandalay.  Inwa was the capital of the Burmese Kingdom 

for over 400 years; Amarapura has the world’s longest teak bridge; Sagaing is famous for monasteries; and Mingun has the noted 

“unfinished pagoda.”

• Taking its name from the former Royal capital 
Amarapura, the ship is designed to sail the 
Ayeyarwady River  comfortably. It has a shallow 
draft that allows it to nav gate the river almost 
year round.

• Its 28 suites all feature either a French balcony, 
a full balcony or twin balconies, and each suite 
has its own ensuite bathroom.   

• The elegant public areas include a main lounge 
and bar, as well as the restaurant. There’s also 
a gift shop, a spa, a pool and a sun deck.

• The restaurant offers fresh, locally sourced  
cuisine, choosing from Western favourites to 
exotic, regionally-inspired dishes.  

Ama
Pura

The
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Craving a little more luxury? Want to venture off the beaten path? 
Then a cruise aboard a smaller ship is just the thing for you!

These are the most luxurious ships out there; the ships where 
you will find the most personalized service, the best wines and 
gourmet cuisine, and stops in some of the world’s most exotic 
and unique locales… think The Galapagos Islands, The Nile River 
and the reefs of Belize.

There are usually less than 700 passengers on these ships, with 
no more than 350 staterooms, almost all of which are ocean view 
or with a balcony. These shipstend to offer onboard activities such 
as wine tasting, art classes and even dance, as well as lectures 
and presentations from noted experts. 

While you will enjoy some truly sumptuous gourmet fare on these 
ships, the selection does tend to be limited, so if you are travelling 
with a finicky eater, that is something to consider. It should also 
be noted that any small ship cruise that is longer than seven days 
tends to attract a much older clientele, many of whom will be 
retired. So with that in mind, combined with the fact that there are 
very limited, if any, children activities onboard, if you are travelling 
with kids, you would probably be better going with one of the 
bigger ships. Also, for anyone prone to motion sickness, you’ll 
feel the motion of the ocean far more on these smaller ships than 
you will the big ones.

Small and personal

SIZE  
Matters
Small vs Large ships
When it comes to cruising, size really does matter. In fact, it 
plays a very key part in your entire cruising experience. To 
match up your wants and needs with the options out there, 
some of the things you should consider when planning a cruise 
vacation include: the type of experience you want, your budget, 
your travel companions, and even how prone you are to motion 
sickness. It might seem a bit complicated at first-glance but it 
is actually quite easy to narrow down the perfect ship for you – 
and it all comes down to one question: big or small?
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There are some really big ships out there, and with that size comes 
some absolutely incredible onboard experiences. These ships offer an 
astounding array of dining options, entertainment and activities, and 
they run the gambit from budget to premium quality.

It is on these big ships you’ll find some of the most innovative activities 
at sea. This includes rock climbing walls, surf simulators, ice skating, 
bowling, waterslides, and even sky diving. If fun, energetic and active is 
what you want, look no further! 

Something to keep in mind though when you cruise on a big ship: they 
hold a lot of people…a lot. There are anywhere between 2,000 and 
5,000 people on some of these ships, with between 10 and 16 decks, 
and this means when it comes to shore excursions, or even dining and 
activities, there can be line-ups, so a bit of extra patience is sometimes 
required. 

One last thing – ports of call. Given the enormity of these ships, they can 
only fit in the bigger, major ports, so the itineraries – while still a lot of 
fun – tend towards the more conventional, popular destinations. 

Now that you know what size ship suits you best, 
time to decide where in the world you want to go!

Big & Bold



Galapagos
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The Galapagos Islands straddle the equator off the coast of Ecuador  
in the Pacific Ocean.  They have long been a national park and a  
marine reserve.   The remote islands are best known for their endemic 
species which were once studied by the young scientist, Charles  
Darwin, who sailed there on board the HMS Beagle in 1835, and 
who later developed his Theory of Evolution by natural selection, 
based on many of his observations and findings in the Galapagos.

Travel to the Galapagos is very restricted and only small groups are 
allowed to go ashore at any one time.  For years, small ships and 
sail boats have taken groups to visit the islands and observe the 
birds and reptile inhabitants, as well as the flora and fauna.   A visit 
here is a once in a lifetime experience, and the region is on the 
“must do” lists of many travellers.  

Any trip to the Galapagos deserves some reading or internet  
research ahead of time, although you will meet many experts on 
your trip who will explain the history and the significance of the 
place. But it is best to do some research yourself…it will make the 
trip that much more enjoyable.  There are countless websites about 
the Galapagos and its species and history.  

There are also lots of great collections of photos on line, so you can 
familiarize yourself with the species you will see there and be able 
to sound knowledgeable when you spot one!

Cruising a world apart on  
board the Silver Galapagos

Islands

« You will also have the unique  
experience of watching the water in  
the sink go down in both directions,  

depending on which side of the  
equator you are on that day. »

silversea partners with  
Royal Geographical society
In an unprecedented move, Silversea has partnered 
with The Royal Geographical Society to provide  
Silversea expedition ship guests with enrichment  
resources for the enjoyment of their expeditions.  The 
Society has vast collections of maps, charts, archives, 
images, atlases and other items dating back to 1482.   

Founded in 1830, the Society is a highly respected 
professional body for geography and geographers 
and is one of the largest and most innovative in the 
world.  

Silversea guests benefit from a wide range of  
specialist visual and written content from the Society 
that enrich their experience on board.   
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So what will you see on your Galapagos expedition cruise with Silversea?   

Well, let’s start with the prehistoric-looking land iguanas. Lots of them!  
They can be found sunning themselves on the rocks.  You will also see the  
Galapagos turtle and the Green turtle…among the many birds there is the 
poor, grounded Flightless Cormorant, the Great Frigatebird and the Blue  
Footed Booby, which has, yes really, bright blue feet.  There’s also the  
Galapagos Hawk and the Waved Albatross.  (Who names these poor  
creatures?)   

If you are lucky you will see the pink Flamingos do their elaborate mating 
dance in a shallow lagoon that looks like a choreographed ballet… 
or see that they are black under their wings if they take flight.

Then there are the Galapagos penguins… 
the only penguins anywhere  
in the world that live in the tropics…

…and of course the Tanagers, or as they are better known, Darwin’s Finches…11 varieties in all. Another 
unique species, the Galapagos Sea Lions, similar to the Californian Sea Lions but not as big…you may 
even have an opportunity to snorkel alongside them. Also in the water are the Galapagos Fur seals, the 
marine iguanas and lots of rays! 

The experienced Naturalists on board will bring the experience alive for you with lectures on what you are 
going to see and what you have seen and its historical and scientific significance.  Expedition teams will 
guide you on shore each day. 

Of course you will want to bring a good camera for this trip...the chance to photograph these unique  
species up close is frequent…and you will have a fantastic collection of images for your album.

The Silver Galapagos sails every Saturday on 7-day roundtrip voyages from Baltra Island, one of the larger 
islands with an airport (it was a U.S. Naval Base during World War II.)  To reach the Galapagos you will fly 
into either Quito or Guayaquil in Ecuador and transfers will be arranged from there.  During the 7-day  
voyage, you will visit different islands to view the various species.  The 7-day cruises are the best for  
those who really want to learn about the region and its history, as well as its significance.  

Sights you 
won’t see 
in a zoo
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Now you have an opportunity to visit the Galapagos 
in style and comfort on board the Silversea Silver 
Galapagos.  Formerly the Galapagos Explorer II, the 
Silver Galapagos began cruises in the islands in 2013 
after a stem to stern refurbishment.   She is one of 
Silversea’s expedition ships, which explore the more 
remote areas of the world and feature educational 
enrichment, in addition to luxurious surroundings on 
board.

Expedition conjures up “roughing it” but nothing 
could be further from the case here.

The ship’s public spaces and guest suites have 
all new upholstery, carpeting, curtains and wall  
treatments.

Suites have totally renovated bathrooms with marble 
detail and rainforest showers (how fitting!)…There 
are flat screen TVs and luxurious bed linens as well.   
All suites have ocean views and 24 have balconies, 
rare in Galapagos cruising ships.  

Suites also come with a refrigerator, stocked with 
your choice of beverages, and you can even choose 
between a firm or soft mattress for your bed!   Down 
duvets are another feature as well as bathrobes 
and slippers.  You can truly relax and luxuriate after 
a day of exploring. You won’t be roughing it on this  
Galapagos cruise!

The Silver Galapagos also offers WiFi access  
(additional charges apply) throughout the ship,  
including in the suites, and a new complimentary  
service streaming movies and live TV news for guests 
to enjoy on their portable devices.  This is state-of-
the-art entertainment!

Among the new facilities on board is the fitness  
centre (although you will get plenty of exercise hiking 
on the islands), a massage room, beauty salon, an 
outdoor Jacuzzi and an outdoor dining venue, The 
Grill.

A word of caution here, you will need a strong  
sunblock and a hat!   You are sailing around the equator 
and the sun is extremely strong here.   You will also 
have the unique experience of watching the water in 
the sink go down in both directions, depending on 
which side of the equator you are on that day.

explore the  
Galapagos  
in style
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If you’d like to explore some more of South America, beyond 
the Galapagos, yet want to get a taste of what the Galapagos 
Islands are all about,   Silversea has also introduced some new 
combination voyages featuring 3 and 4-day Galapagos cruises, 
combined with South America land packages of 8, 10 or 11 
days.

There’s the 8-day Machu Picchu & Galapagos Package which 
features two days discovering Ecuador’s capital, Quito, before 
embarking on a 3-day Galapagos cruise.  Following the cruise, 
you’ll head to Peru for 3 days of exploring the Lost City of the 
Incas and an unforgettable journey in the Vistadome train.

There’s a 10-day Puno, Lake Titicaca and Galapagos package 
that takes you through the breathtaking scenery of the Andes 
to Lake Titicaca, the highest navigable lake in the world.  You’ll 
see the incredible floating, reed islands of the Uros people 

and their ancient ways and also visit the Sillustani tombs.  Then 
it’s off to the Galapagos to board the Silver Galapagos for a 
3-day voyage among the islands.  And you will end your journey 
in Quito, high in the mountains, where you can explore the  
Colonial city.   

And finally, the 11-day Amazon Explorer & Galapagos package 
for the ultimate in exploring this area.  You’ll start in Quito  
exploring Ecuador’s capital, before heading to Baltra for a 3-day 
cruise of the Galapagos.   Then embark on a unique 6-day  journey 
to Peru’s Amazon basin where you will see amazing jungle  
creatures…pygmy marmosets, toucans, howler monkeys 
and other exotic wildlife.  You will cruise the Amazon in the  
luxurious, all-suite m/v Aqua…Expert naturalists will join you to 
explain the unique and fragile ecosystem.

NeW shorter Galapagos cruises combined with south america tours
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     ho doesn’t like to feel special?  To have special privileges 
that others don’t enjoy? To have an exclusive area to  
retreat to when you want to get away from the crowd.  
This is why private clubs have existed for centuries.

The cruise lines recognized this fact a long time ago, and 
luxury cruise lines were created for that very reason.   Luxury 
cruise ships are all about understated luxury, elegant sur-
roundings, special treatment, and pampering their guests.  
People have chosen luxury cruise lines because after a day 
of site seeing in port, they want their own retreat… they don’t 
want crowds, they don’t want line ups, they want to be looked 
after.

In the same way that hotels have introduced the hotel-with-
in-a-hotel concept often called “concierge floors” and “exe-
cutive floors” and many other euphemisms used to describe 
an elite experience within the hotel that other guests do not 
have access to, so cruise lines have also introduced this con-
cept. 

The ship-within-a-ship concept is catching on as a way to 
differentiate service and amenities, without launching a new 
brand, and a new ship.  Mainstream cruise lines are now able 
to compete with the luxury cruise lines by introducing this 
concept.

It’s the same idea as Business Class or First Class on an 
airline.  It is the same plane, going to the same place, but 
your experience on board will be entirely different… and of 
course, better, for having paid a premium for more space and 
more amenities.

A Ship
within a Ship

W 
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This concept was introduced by Norwegian cruise Lines 
with the launch of The haven on board several of its ships.

The Haven has been launched with considerable fanfare and 
has been well received for offering the best of both worlds.  
The Haven is a private section at the top of the ship and 
comprises suites and villas, the services of a concierge, and 
24-hour butler service.  

There’s a private courtyard for the exclusive use by The  
Haven’s guests,  and here you can relax, sunbathe, eat, drink 
and enjoy privacy.  

There are all sorts of privileges that come with being part 
of this special section of the ship… from the moment you  
arrive, boarding is fast tracked.  You will be escorted to 
The Haven….a concierge team will arrange all your dining  
requests with preferred treatment for your reservations  
at the specialty restaurants, your spa treatments, your  
entertainment preferences.  

You can eat at all of the main restaurants and specialty 
restaurants, or you might choose to have breakfast and lunch 
in the private restaurant reserved for The Haven guests only.

Similarly, you can order your favourite cocktail or perhaps a 
glass of champagne within the private courtyard area of The 
Haven.

The Courtyard also has a private swimming pool for Haven 
guests, as well as a hot tub, and a private fitness area.  There’s 
also a valet to assist you.

Perhaps best of all, you can arrange private VIP escorted 
shore excursions to see whatever you wish in each port of 
call.  

Suites are exceptionally large, with floor to ceiling windows, 
a generous use of marble,  with whirlpool tubs and amazing 
views.  At night, enjoy a luxurious pillow top mattress with the 
Bliss Collection of fine linens.

Private Luxury Cruising
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Norwegian is not the only cruise line to introduce this 
concept…elsewhere in these pages you will have read about 
the Italian cruise line MSC’s Yacht Club… a very similar idea, 
a ship within a ship.  An affordable option compared with 
choosing a luxury line for your Mediterranean cruise, and 
one well worth considering.   

Still other cruise lines have gone somewhat in this direction 
providing suites with butlers and concierges and special  
privileges, if not an actual private, separate area for suite 
guests to enjoy.   

The cruise lines have cleverly identified this new market and 
we expect others to follow with their own versions of this 
concept.   You must decide if it is worth the extra money… 
certainly many have decided that it is.   

Private Courtyard · Concierge...






